;
The Semicolon

The semicolon has two main uses. You use it as a super-comma, and you use it to connect two independent clauses together into one sentence.  

1.) To Serve as a Super-comma: 

When you have a series of three or more items that normally would be separated by commas, except that each individual item already has a comma in it, you use the semicolon between items. 

Example: We visited Houston, Texas; Paris, France; and London, England.

Example: The boys’ birthdays are November 10, 1985; December 7, 1991; and October 31, 1995. 

Example: Her favorite players are Steve Young, a quarterback; Jason Buck, a defensive end; and Ty Detmer, another quarterback. 

2.) To Connect Two Independent Clauses:

Use a semicolon to combine two very closely related complete sentences. This should be done extrememly rarely, but if you have two otherwise complete sentences that are so closely related that you want to connect them to form one long sentence, use a semicolon between them.  

Example: Twelve workers started the project; only five remain. 

(NOTE: Usually, two independent clauses are simply two sentences separated by a period, or they are connected by a comma and a connectiing word (see “Rules of Comma Usage.”)

