Camilla’s Rules of Comma Usage

1. Use a comma plus a connecting word to connect two sentences.  Some connecting words are: “and”, “or”, “yet”, “nor,” “but”, “thus”, and “so”.  The comma ALWAYS goes before (NOT after) the connecting word.  FOR EXAMPLE:

a) She worked hard on her story, so she got an “A”.

b)  Maybe it would have been different if I had studied harder, but now I can’t remember how to do this algebra problem.  

c)  There are so many things to look forward to in college, but the most important thing to know is that you will love it!

Note: Never use a comma alone to separate two sentences.  If there is no connecting word, always use a period.  (There are a few conditions under which you might use a semi-colon, but those should be used rarely, and under advisement.)

2. Use commas when listing items in a sentence.  Always use a connecting word before the last item, for example:

BOTH ARE CORRECT:

He was tall, dark-haired, handsome and smart.  

He was tall, dark-haired, handsome, and smart.

3. Use commas to “delimit” a dependent clause.  That means: in a sentence, use a comma to show the separation between the explanatory, dependent clause, and the main part of the sentence.

Use a comma (or commas) to separate a dependent clause that explains or gives further details about the subject.
FOR EXAMPLE: 

a)  Malik, a straight-A student, was going to help me with my homework.  

b)  I’ll be going to Florida next week, if I can get the money.

c)  Whether you like it or not, I’m taking that last piece of cake.
