Camilla’s Rules of Apostrophe Usage

1.)  Use an apostrophe to form a contraction.  A contraction is when you put two words together to create one word, dropping out some of the letters.  Here are some examples:

a) Don’t = do + not

b) Isn’t = is + not

c) Should’ve = should + have

2.)  Use an apostrophe to show possession.  Possession is when something belongs to someone or something.  Some examples are:

a) The girl’s doll was beautiful. = The doll belongs to the girl.

b) The tree’s branches fell down in the storm. = The branches belong to the tree.

c) The house’s roof was on fire. = The roof belongs to the house.

IMPORTANT NOTES REGARDING WORDS THAT END WITH THE LETTER “S”:

Sometimes a final “s” in a word can be confusing, but the rule is: when showing possession, the apostrophe goes after the entire word.  Here are some examples:

a) The girls’ dolls were lost.  

(This means that girls – a group of girls, or more than one - lost their dolls.)

b) The girl’s dolls were lost.  (This means that one girl lost her dolls.)

c) Kansas’ rivers were full. (The rivers belonged to the State of Kansas.)

The Jones’ house was painted yellow.  (The yellow house belonged to the Jones family.)

DO NOT USE AN APOSTROPHE JUST BECAUSE A WORD ENDS IN “S”.

Examples:

a) Right:   Mr. Jones is my neighbor.

      Wrong: Mr. Jone’s is my neighbor.

      Wrong: Mr. Jones’ is my neighbor.

b) Right:   We went to the movies.

Wrong: We went to the movie’s.

      c)   Right:   Time to make the doughnuts!

            Wrong: Time to make the doughnut’s!

DO NOT USE AN APOSTROPHE TO FORM THE PLURAL (The plural means “more than one”).  

Examples:

c) Right:   The girls are playing in the park.  

      Wrong: The girl’s are playing in the park.

d) Right:  The pears cost twenty-five cents.  

            Wrong: The pear’s cost twenty-five cents.

e) Right: The houses are on fire.

            Wrong: The house’s are on fire.


